THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
not become King over them, but only Duke of Normandy,
Count of Anjou, etc., and still owed allegiance to the French
Crown.
Of course, all this legal humbug and word-splitting would
have meant nothing if the Plantagenet had had the strength to
hold these foreign territories, and if French national feeling had
not grown to what it had become in the century and a half since
Philip Augustus had seized the Plantagenet territories abroad.
But the Plantagenet Edward of 1356 had not the strength to
hold them. He had to act from England, while all the French
nobility were on the spot, and determined to restore the rule of
the national dynasty. Thus in a very few years the capture of
the French King at Poitiers and the subsequent Treaty of
Bretigny were wiped out. The whole of France became filled
with successful local fighting against Edward Ill's men, the
recapture of castles, raids and counter-raids. King John of
France, because his full ransom could not be paid, went back
as a prisoner to London and died there; the local, scattered, but
universal effort of the French noble class to recover the land
signed away in the treaty continued none the less, the most
famous name among the leaders of the movement being that of
Du Guesclin,
John of Gaunt. King John of France, the Valois, died in
London, at the Palace of the Savoy, in 1364. Not quite five years
later, in January 1369, the new King of France, Charles V, the
son of John, demanded homage from the Black Prince for
Aquitaine, Edward III took the opportunity for a bargain. He
said that if they would leave him full sovereignty over the
southern provinces, including Poitou, he would abandon the
claim to Normandy, Maine, and Anjou. But the French
nobility urged their King to continue the struggle. The Black
Prince avenged his honour by a dreadful massacre ia the town
of Limoges—in his eyes the surrender of Limoges to the French
King was treason. But this raid of his had no permanent effect.
John, Duke of Lancaster,1 the younger brother of the Black
Prince, marched from the north in a similar raid which also
failed of its effect. He was called John of Gaunt from the town
of Ghent, where he had been born. By the end of 1374 the
Plantagenets still held Calais, of course, and the towns in the
1 He was Duke of Lancaster through his marriage -with his cousin, the
heiress of that house of Lancaster which sprang from Edward Fs brother.
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